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Past, present and future 
of the partnership

From day one, our two institutions have 
collaborated to support the education of 
all of our students.
At the heart of this partnership was the visionary work 
of Geraldine Davies, UCL Academy’s founding principal, 
alongside the leadership, commitment and inspiration of 



How do UCL Academy students engage



What is the Guest Lecture Series?
In 2015, UCL Academy began a very successful Guest 
Lecture Series for Sixth Form and KS4 students. Guest 
lectures are delivered by UCL academics, including Anthony 
Smith (Professor of Pharmacy) David Price (Professor 
of Mineral Physics), Lucie Green (Professor of Physics), 
Subhadra Das (Curator, UCL Culture Science Collections), 
Mark Ford (Professor of English), Stephen Fossey (UCL 
Physics and Astronomy) and many more. Students are 
exposed to a wide range of academic topics through 
the series, with lectures traditionally taking place late on 
Thursday afternoons at UCL Academy Lecture Theatre. 

How do both institutions benefit from 
this initiative? 
The overarching objective of the lecture series is to raise 
DVSLUDWLRQV�DQG�RσHU�8&/�$FDGHP\�VWXGHQWV�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�
to engage with UCL. The series also promotes academic 
excellence and innovative curriculum links with UCL. UCL 
$FDGHP\�VWXGHQWV�DQG�VWDσ�EHQHðW�IURP�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�
DQG�H[SHUWLVH�RI�8&/�DFDGHPLF�VWDσ��DQG�PDNH�H[SOLFLW�
connections between the subject matters taught across  
both institutions. 

Guest Lecture Series

Over 1700 UCL 
Academy students 
have attended guest 
lectures since 2015

How do the VSU and UCL Academy  
work together?
UCL students have led projects and activities at UCL 
Academy over the course of the partnership. Historic 
projects include an Environmental Justice Project, 
Shakespearience and a Model United Nations Project.

In 2018-19, examples of projects and activities included: 

•	 Royal Free, University College and Middlesex Medical 
Schools (RUMS) FC providing football coaching open  
to all students at UCL Academy 

•	 UCL students teaching basic sign language to  
UCL Academy students 

•	 UCL students supporting UCL Academy  
Cheerleading group

•	 Natural and Free Running/Parkour Club delivering 
parkour sessions at the Academy

•	 Amnesty International workshop with UCL’s  
Amnesty International Society

How do both institutions benefit 
from this initiative? 
UCL students develop a range of skills, including leadership 
and communication skills, through organising and delivering 
their own projects at UCL Academy. UCL Academy students 
JDLQ�SURMHFW�VSHFLðF�VNLOOV�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�
role models from UCL. 

Engagement:

100+ UCL students 
involved in student-led 
volunteering projects at 
the Academy since the 
start of the partnership

UCL Volunteering Services Unit 

 “I’ve really enjoyed my 
time volunteering at UCL 
Academy. It’s been a great 
way for me to develop my 
leadership skills and also 
enhance the knowledge 
and skills of students at  
the Academy”
UCL student volunteer, 2019 

 “The UCL lecture series 
lew sҫivih wgsti jsv yw 
to experience frontier level 
research and considered 
the wider possibilities and 
applications of the subjects 
we are studying.”
Level 3 student, UCL Academy 





What does the research project involve?
A diverse group of UCL Academy students, at a similar  
point in their educational careers, are participating in 
interviews to explore their choices, goals and stances 
towards the future. The project aims to better understand  
the work done by ideas of the future in the educational 
decision-making of young people. Findings from the  
research will help educators to better support young  
people in making educational decisions.

How do both institutions benefit from 
this initiative? 
For UCL Academy, the project has expanded the ways in 
which students are supported to consider their futures, 
developing and complementing themes addressed within 
WKHLU�5HñHFW�DQG�&RQQHFW�VHVVLRQV��6WXGHQWV�KDYH�EHHQ�
LQWURGXFHG�WR�D�FULWLFDO�DQG�UHñH[LYH�SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�WKHLU�
futures, ahead of making their GCSE choices. For UCL, 
working with students has provided new insight into the 
ways in which students consider the future, which will be 
hugely valuable to educators supporting students to aspire 
and aim high, and to education researchers exploring how 
futures are imagined by young people.

Research

For this project, 19 Level 
1 (Year 8) students have 
been involved over the 
summer term of 2019

What is the Maths Project?
The Maths Project is a collaboration between UCL Academy 
Maths department, UCL Access and Widening Participation 
2τFH��DFDGHPLFV�IURP�8&/�,QVWLWXWH�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��,2(��DQG�
UCL students. UCL students are trained to deliver weekly 
Maths support sessions with half of the Level 2 (Year 10) 
cohort. The session plans were developed by Dr Suman 
Ghosh (UCL Mathematics Education lecturer) with guidance 
from Dom Adamson (Assistant Curriculum Leader Maths, 
UCL Academy). The aim of the project is to raise pupils’ 
attainment in Maths, and the UCL Access and Widening 
3DUWLFLSDWLRQ�2τFH�LV�FRQGXFWLQJ�D�UHVHDUFK�SURMHFW�WR�WHVW�
the impact on pupils’ results.

How do both institutions benefit 
from this initiative? 
8&/�$FDGHP\�EHQHðWV�IURP�WKH�DFDGHPLF�H[SHUWLVH�RI�
UCL academics from the IOE Department of Curriculum, 
Pedagogy and Assessment, and from the enthusiasm of 
the UCL undergraduates who run the sessions. For UCL, 
LW�KDV�EHHQ�YHU\�EHQHðFLDO�WR�ZRUN�FORVHO\�ZLWK�'RP�DQG�
colleagues at UCL Academy. The UCL Access and Widening 
3DUWLFLSDWLRQ�2τFH�KDV�UXQ�D�SURMHFW�ZLWK�D�FRQWURO�JURXS�
IRU�WKH�ðUVW�WLPH�DQG�KRSHV�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�HYDOXDWH�UREXVWO\�
how this school-level intervention has impacted pupils’ 
attainment, a key objective for universities.

Engagement:

84 students (half of Level 2/
Year 10) have participated in 
the Maths support sessions in 
2018-19. We will be providing 
support for the other half of 
the year group in 2019-20

Maths Project 

 “This project has been a 
wonderful example of how 
our two institutions can 
gsppefsvexi iҫigxmzip} {lir 
wxeҫ sr fsxl wmhiw evi 
invested in a project. Seeing 
the interactions between 
the Year 10 pupils and UCL 
undergraduate students gave 
a real sense of the positive 

 



Professor Lucie Green
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Professor  
Lucie Green,
UCL Chair of Governors

[lir YGP figeqi xli Ăvwx 
university in the country to 
take on sole sponsorship of 
an academy, the aim was to 
provide an education for 
all, irrespective of race, faith 
or background, and with a broad 
and balanced curriculum that 
encourages problem-solving  
and critical thinking. We aim  
that our students are engaged 
and active global citizens 
and this necessarily requires 
partnerships - both national 
and international. I look 
forward to supporting UCL 
Academy as we build on 
the success of previous 
initiatives and further grow 
our networks to ensure 
xlex {i sҫiv the very best 
opportunities jsv syv wxeҫ  
and our students.

“

”



University College London
Gower Street
London
WC1E 6BT
+44 (0) 20 7679 2000
     @ucl
     @uclofficial
     @ucl
www.ucl.ac.uk

University 
College London

UCL Academy

UCL Academy 
Adelaide Road
London
NW3 3AQ
+44 (0) (20) 7449 3080
     @UCL_Academy
     @theuclacademy
     @theuclacademy
www.uclacademy.co.uk


