
 

 

Postdoctoral Fellowship Outline Stage 2021-22: 
Scheme guidance notes 

 Please read these scheme notes carefully. Any incorrectly submitted application will be ineligible for 
award. 

Aim of the scheme 

The British Academy Postdoctoral Fellowship offers outstanding early career researchers the 
opportunity to strengthen their experience of research and teaching in an academic environment. This 
scheme aims to help develop the award holder’s curriculum vitae and boost their prospects of 
obtaining a permanent academic post. The primary emphasis is on the completion of a significant 
piece of publishable research, and the integration of the award holder into the community of 
established scholars within their field. The Fellowship is tenable for three years, starting autumn 2022 
in a UK based university or higher educationthat up to 45 Postdoctoral Fellowships in the Humanities and Social Sciences will be 
available to start in autumn 2022. This scheme 





2. Early Career Status: There is no age criterion for these awards. Instead, eligible applicants are 
expected to be at an early stage of their career. This is defined as being within three years from 
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Applications not completed correctly (including references) and submitted on time will not be 



 

Completing the application form 

A full list of question fields to be completed as part of the application can be found in the table below. 

*Indicates a mandatory field. 

Summary page 

Summary table 

‘Complete’ status will only appear when all the mandatory fields in that 
section have been completed. The ‘Submit’ button will only appear once 
all mandatory fields have been completed. This includes the Referee 
Statement – this must be marked as ‘Complete’ by the Referee or 



*Planned research 
outputs 

Please indicate here what the expected output(s) from your research 
programme might be. As appropriate, please indicate as follows: 
monograph, journal article(s), book chapter(s), digital resources, other 
(please specify). 300 words max. 

*Plans for publication 
and dissemination 

Please state in more detail here what plans you have for publication or 
other dissemination of your research, including potential publishers, 
journals, conferences etc that are appropriate for your research subject: 
500 words max. 

Digital resource 
If the primary product of the research will be a digital resource, have 
you obtained guidance on appropriate standards and methods? 

*Deposit of datasets 
How and where will any electronic or digital data (including datasets) 
developed during the project will be stored, along with details on the 
appropriate methods of access. 500 words max. 

*Start date/end date Self-explanatory. 
Language competence Self-explanatory. 

Endangered or 
emerging subject area 

  

Applicants should be intending to pursue original, independent 
research in any field of study within the humanities or social sciences. 
There are no quotas for individual subject areas and no thematic 





effectiveness of this policy by providing information concerning your age, 
gender, ethnic origin and disabilities (if any). 

This information will be kept separately from the rest of your application 
and will not be seen by those involved in making decisions in the selection 
process, including referees etc. 



Once you have submitted your application for approval by your host institution, an automatic email 
will be sent to the organisation approver for your host institution. The organisation approver will 
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Important dates:  

Deadline for application submission and organisation approval: 5pm (UK time) 14th October 
2021.  

Results announced by email to address on application: Early January 2022 
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