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Evaluating the impact of
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Impact Evaluation
Common challenges for conservation

Why is it hard to evaluate conservation?
- Experiments are rarely possible
- Interventions cannot always be replicated
- Many interventions occurring together
- Complex histories
- Lack of baselines
- Lack of “controls”…
- Multiple outcomes of interest
- Some outcomes multidimensional

(e.g. wellbeing)
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WMA units

Pool of potential control units

Control village selection
Non-parametric matching

Matching on:
• Demographics (population density)
•
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Wealth change
Village-level WMA effects

Wealth change
Household-level WMA effects 

Acceptance of WMAs
Initially…

Acceptance of WMAs
…and Now

Community benefits
Public development projects

Primary or secondary school built 
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Direct household income
Frequency and distribution by wealth

WMA & VNRC
allowances

TourismPatrolling

Costs: Burunge
Change in crop damage

Costs: Burunge
Change in crop damage

Costs: Burunge
Change in access to natural resources

Grazing land Firewood

Construction materials

WMA objectives: 




