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Abstract
With over three decades of promoting homeownership in many countries, people have 
increasingly realised that homeownership may not necessarily be a better option for many 
households. Many countries and households turn to rental housing as a solution or alternative 
for low income housing or affordable housing. Rental housing is an essential ingredient in any 
housing policies and about 1.2 billion people live in rented housing in the world. This seminar 
attempts to examine the rationale for rental housing, reasons behind the decline of the rental 
housing over the last few decades, address the challenges and issues in the rental housing 
sector, and introduce good experiences and practices in promoting rental housing in the world. 
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Dr. Zhang is Senior Advisor at UN-HABITAT. Prior to that, Chief of Urban Economy and Social
Development Branch, Chief of Urban Finance Section, and Head of Global Slum Upgrading 
Facility at UN-HABITAT. Before joining UN-HABITAT, he held Professorship at universities in 
both developing and developed countries. He has managed different scales of operational 
projects and provides advice and technical supports to various countries and organisations, 
including the Multi-agency Collaborative Initiative on Financing for Resilient Urban Global 
Solutions (FRUGS), in partnership with a number of (multilateral) development banks. 


